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“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 
son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”). Matthew 1:23 
 
December 23, 2017 
Dear family and friends, 
May the grace and peace from the Lord be 
with you!   
 
We are thankful for journeying another year 
by the Grace of God.  Getting together to 
read the Bible almost every day has helped 
us to be reconnected with God the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, and with one another.  
Walking up and down the hills keeps us 
healthy and provides time to talk and pray. 

 
Our biggest news is the birth of our fourth 
grandchild!  While we Skype with our son’s 
family almost every week, nothing is better 
than seeing them in person.  What a joy! 
 
We are grateful that James’ mother (now 95) 
is relatively healthy, but feel sad that she is 
losing her memory and eye sight.  Praise the 
Lord she can still sing along praise songs, 
listen to the Bible, and walk with a walker.  
Taking care of Mama one day a week has 
limited our travel. 

 
However, in May, we led four workshops in 
Marriage and Parenting in the East Coast.  
Afterwards, we enjoyed a family reunion on 
Winnis’ side and a visit with James’ sister. 

We are planting a church in the vicinity of Los 
Altos named “Union with Christ Church” as a 
ministry of Christian Reformed Church in North 
America (CRCNA).  We focus on building up 
discipleship cell groups that will multiply. 
 
In August and September, we facilitated a 5-
weekend mission course called Kairos in the East 
Bay. Partnering with a native-born Asian 
American pastor, we led separate growth-point 
groups in English, Mandarin, and Cantonese. 
 
In October, James coordinated an “East Meets 
West” retreat to support and encourage Chinese 
pastors in CRCNA.  In November, we served in 
Toronto at a pre-discipleship training conference.  
Then James preached in Canada for the first time, 
in a Chinese CRC church.  We even got a chance 
to visit Winnis’ godmother from Hong Kong. 

 
Other than church ministries, Winnis counsels 
clients in her private practice as a Licensed 
Marriage & Family Therapist.  As the founder of 
Parenting ABC, she helps people to heal and 
renew relationships with self, others, and God. 

 
All glory to the Lord!  May the Lord bless 
you and keep you.  May the Lord bless all nations 
through you! Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year!     

 In Christ, 
James & Winnis 


